CHLOE ELLEN SESSIONS

Daughter of Adolphus Sessions and Mary Janette Nelson


Chloe was born January 29, 1903, in Heber City, Utah. She was the second child and first daughter of her parents. She was put in bed with her mother. Cordon, who was the oldest child had always slept in bed with his mother was perplexed and couldn't understand why she had taken his place. He went to the kitchen and got a large stick from the wood box and tried to hit her. Her mother soon put an end to this problem.

She was baptized February 4, 1911, by James C. Murdock into the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. She was confirmed a member on February 5, 1911, by J. E. McMullin. She graduated from Primary. She went to North School and on to Wasatch high school.

As her mother had to work to help provide for the large family, Chloe was sort of in charge of the house. She made the girls help clean the house and put everything in order. Cordon always knew when Chloe was home for the house looked so clean.

Chloe was a very pretty young lady. She loved to dance. One Saturday night they had a church dance in Park City, Utah. She met DONALD FRANCIS THOMAS CUNNINGHAM, an Irish Catholic, there. He was handsome and they immediately fell in love. They were married on July 26, 1920 at Heber City, Utah. His mother was not happy about it as she was a Mormon girl.

They lived in a little house in Park City. Francis worked in his father's hardware store. Their daughter, Birdie May, was born December 21, 1921, in Heber City Hospital.

She was born with a birthmark under her chin in the shape of a five point star. When she got older and wondered why the star was there, Chloe told her, the night before her birth, she and Francis were out on the porch looking at the stars and she was kneeling on her elbow with her hand on her chin. She assumed that is why she got it. They were extremely happy. Francis idolized the baby and everything seemed to be going right.

Francis loved music. He could play many instruments especially the xylophone, piano and trumpet. He played by ear and could not read music. He was a good artist and made a large farm picture for Chloe's parents and told her it was theirs as long as they lived.

Francis was baptized into the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 5 Feb. 1922.

Then tragedy struck. Francis had a physical examination for an insurance policy and passed it as being in perfect health. A week later he died suddenly of a heart attack. As he gasped for air, Chloe came running into get Cordon who was sleeping in the front room and they rushed him to the front door to see if the fresh air would help. But Francis was gone. Cordon had come to their home late that night under unusual circumstances. He was on his way to work at the mine and a strong feeling came to him that his sister, Chloe, needed him, so he walked from the mine to Chloe's house and woke her up and asked her what was the matter. She told him nothing. They decided it was too late for him to walk back and that is why he was there. It was a spiritual feeling because shortly afterward the above happened. Francis died April 1, 1923. Chloe called his mother, who yelled at her saying that was a terrible April Fools joke and she didn't believe her.

Chloe moved back to live with her parents. Mrs. Cunningham tried to take Birdie May away from her mom claiming she was an unfit mother because she was a Mormon. Chloe won the case and Birdie May remained with her.

Chloe had the temple work done for Francis and they were sealed as an eternal family the 16th of May 1923.

Chloe went to work in a pea cannery to support them. She met Edward Louis Bohns, a former pilot in World War I, who flew with Jimmy Doolittle. He worked in a garage in Heber City and had fancy sports car convertible. They were married September 26, 1923. They left for California to find work and an apartment and left Birdie May with her Grandma Sessions. Birdie May fell through the back of a chair and broke 3 vertebrates. The doctor said she would never walk again. But through prayer and faith and a vision her grandma received of a certain doctor, Birdie May was healed and walked as normal as anyone.

Raymond was born August 11, 1924, in Heber City.

Melva Loraine was born February 22, 1929, in San Francisco at their apartment. Birdie May and Raymond sat on the couch in the front room, crying and frightened because of the screams. Melva was born feet first and it was a hard birth.

The family moved from San Francisco because Chloe had severe asthma so they moved to Dowl Landing in Calaveras County, California. Pete started working for UTICA. They lived in a two room house in the wilderness. After the family was settled, Edward (known to all as Pete} caught several varities of snakes, tied them on a stick so that he could carry them home. They were still alive. He showed the three children what they looked like, told them their names and which ones were dangerous and that they should stay away from. There were many rattlesnakes there and he was worried about the children's safety.

There was no inside toilet, no running water, no electricity. Housekeeping was very hard,. They had a pot-belly stove to heat and a wood stove to cook on. Wood had to be gathered for fuel.

Chloe drove a school bus to pick up Indian children and hers and take them into Avery about 5 miles away. It was a one room school house with 8 grades in it. The town had one store that included the post office and a gas station and there was a small hotel.

School was held in the summer time because of heavy snow in winter. When it started, the children had to walk 3 miles to the dam where a Mr. Gully took them the rest of the way to school because the roads were snowed in. On the way they used to sing, "Oh Jim Gully with the big fat belly." Birdie May, Raymond and Charlie, the Indian boy made this walk until the roads were passable and the school bus could be used. When they returned home from school, they would meet Chloe along the road shoveling the snow.

In the winter, Chloe would walk the flume (a wooden strip on the wooden ditch built on stilts which carried water) with a pack on her back to do the shopping, bring home groceries, supplies and mail once a week. The newspapers discovered this and put an article about her and it was on the radio about a little 100 pound lady who would carry in supplies for three families by walking on the narrow flume to town each week

They moved to Murphys when Birdie was 13. Pete was transferred to work on the flumes near the dam. To Chloe's joy, there was a house in town with all the luxuries. They had a two room school house. Birdie was in the 5th grade and it took the principal, and teacher, Mr. Redding, one year to teach her to spell biscuit.

Another transfer half way between Avery and Murphys to the dam and the children went to school again at Avery and Chloe drove the school bus.

Chloe was a very good cook. She had missionaries who stayed with them and enjoyed eating many meals there. She had a nice home there. One Thanksgiving, when the missionaries were there, Elder Ricks went to the spring to get drinking water and he bet Birdie May he could drink all the water in the container without stopping and still eat the biggest dinner. The bet was that if he did this, he would get her pie. And he did it.

When Birdie graduated from the 8th grade, Pete decided she would get a better education in what he said, "civilization". He looked for work and bought a house in Oakland. It was a beautiful home with basement and upstairs and hand painted borders and walls. He worked as a mechanic in San Francisco. The two oldest children went to San Leandro High School and Melva was in grade school.

The first Sunday the family were in their new home, Pete had to go back to Murphys, as he had given them a 30 day notice. Chloe looked in the phone book for the address of the church and started out on foot in the direction they thought it was, stopped at a gas station and asked if they knew where the Mormon church was. He didn't know what they were talking about, they went to a store and they pointed them in a direction they should go and they saw it on a hill. They didn't know what time church started so they sat on the front steps and waited for the people to come. It was exciting for them because they had missed church. Birdie May met a very handsome young man at church who played basketball, sang in the choir but was not a member. He was going with another girl. The church basketball team won the regional playoffs and so went to Salt Lake City for the finals. When he was gone his girlfriend went out with others so he broke off with her when he got back. He then tried to interest Birdie May who was afraid of boys, but it wasn't long before she realized he was special. His name was Halmar John Rose.

Birdie May graduated from San Leandro High School and Halmar took her. The romance flourish and Birdie was engaged before they ever kissed. She had been determined not to kiss unless it was the man she married. They were married May 3, 1941.

World War II started December 7, 1941. Pete went to work at Mare Island as a machinist and Chloe worked there too.

Sharon Lee Bohns was a surprise change of life baby. Chloe hid her pregnancy and worked almost until she was born on February 1, 1945. Cordon's wife, Pearl, and Birdie May took care of the baby and Chloe went back to help the war effort.

Raymond went in the US navy shortly after the war broke out and served 30 years for the navy before retiring. Then after retirement he went to work at Mare Island until he retired. 

When Sharon was about three years old, Pete and Chloe sold their home in Oakland and bought a new home in Napa, California, and Pete drove to work from there until he retired. When the women were laid off at Mare Island, Chloe went to work at Imola, a mental hospital as a dietian. They adopted David, one of Raymond's children after Raymond's wife left him. David Emit Bohns was born December 13, 1951.

Chloe was active in the church, teaching primary in Oakland, San Leandro and Napa. She was first counselor, a Trekker teacher, on the Santa Rosa Stake Board. Was a Sunday School teacher in Oakland, San Leandro and Napa. Worked in genealogy on Santa Rosa Stake board and Napa. She went to several temples and when the Oakland Temple was built she went once a week to do temple work with those from Napa.

Edward Louis (Pete) joined the church while in Napa and went all the way in serving the Lord. He served as a teacher, worked with the scouts and was ordained to the high Priesthood and went to the temple in Oakland.

On their 50th wedding anniversary, their children gave them a surprise party and met at their home for a nice family dinner. There was a nice write up in the newspaper about it. Pete pinned a beautiful corsage on Chloe and told her how much he loved her. It was very touching.

Chloe was ill for several years and Pete was not too well either but he took the best care of her he could. They really relied on Birdie May, who had to travel over 60 miles each way from San Leandro to Napa. They would phone her and she would drop everything and drive immediately to help them. She was there many times as high as 3 times a week, paying bills, getting groceries, taking them to the doctors, etc. Birdie's husband had a heart attack in church in 1985 and was put in the Livermore Veterans hospital which made it hard for Birdie to travel both ways, but she did without complaining.

Chloe died of cancer August 4, 1987, in Napa and was buried at the Napa Valley Memorial Gardens cemetery. 

After Chloe died, Pete did what he could at home. Birdie still went up to help him and when he spent most of his time to help she was right there to help him. When he was no longer able to stay alone, Sharon took him to Seattle, Washington to live with her.

He wanted to do something special for his girls so he wanted them to go to Hawaii and have a nice time. Melva and Sharon went with him but Birdie was not able to go. Later he took them again, insisting Birdie go and she did. It was a great blessing to him to have his girls together and enjoying one another. Birdie spent most of her time with him and really enjoyed being with him for she knew he hadn't long to be with them.

He died about two months later on May 16, 1989, in Seattle. He was buried beside Chloe in Napa, California. 
